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To the READER. 


786 Ublick Worſhip, as it's an Ordinance of 
75 Chriſt, when attended with bis Preſence, 
P is both delightful unto the Lord's Ser- 
22 IP vants publickly miniſtring therein, and unto 
the Lord's People miniſtred unto. I per- 
ſuade my ſelf that we both enjoyed it when 1 preached this 
Sermon unto you and I believe it gave Birth unio the 
repeated Requeſts of many of you io me, that 1 ſhould 
make it publick, that it may become uſeful to thoſe that 
were not at the Hearing of it. I am willing 10 uſe all 
Means that may be conducive to the 72 of God, and 
the Edifying of his People; and, as ] believe this is one 
way to become uſeful, 1 have complied with it, with a 
ſincere Defire to ſpread the Savour of bis Knowledge by 
us in every place; I have taken care io deliver from 
the Preſs, as near as I could gather up and recollect, 
what was delivered from the Pulpit, The laſt Parti- 
cular, under the third general Head, I had not Time 
to enter upon; this I bave added, and it's of great mo- 
ment, ſince the Glory of Chriſt*s Perſon and Offices are 
ſo ſtruck at in theſe Days, by Men of corrupt Minds. 
Whatever Thoughts ſome may have concerning my De- 
ſcription of the Church of Chriſt being @ diſtinguiſhed 
People, that I ſhall leave. This I am ſure of, that 
when they were more ſo than now, they had moſt of bis 
Preſence ; and till they return to that, and are more vi- 
ſibly ſeparated from all thoſe that reflect Diſhonour upon 
the Perſon and Offices of our dear Redeemer, as Lord 
Jehovah, our Righteouſneſs, and King over bis Houſe, 
1 expe#t to ſee but lillle Returns of God's Preſence, I 


am glad to ſee any Allempis this way, and wiſh them all, 
concerned therein, a comfortable Succeſs, 


This memorable Day, the firſt of Auguſt, I hope will 
not be forgotten 7 me while I am concerned in this pub- 
lick Capacity. I cannot help ſtirring you up, on this 


Day, to take notice of the ſignal Appearance of God; a 
| A 2 Day 


| To the Reaprs. of 

never to be forgotten by us Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
Do be 24th of this Month, in the Year 1662, could not 
— the —— of God's People with greater Sadneſs, 
when two thouſand godly Mimſters of Chriſt, as one 
expreſſes it *, were buried at once in a common Grave of 
Silence ; bo were not only baniſhed from their beloved 
Flocks, with whom they ba dear and fweet Communion, 
but bad neither the liberty of their Tongues or Pens left 
them, and cut off from all hopes of a Livelihood, as far 
as the Induſtry and Craft of their Adverſaries could 
reach, and they caſt upon the mere Bounty of divine 
Providence : God owned theſe Worthies, and by an in- 
viſible Hand ſupplied them and their Families: 1 ſay, 
this Scene, dark as it was, could not fill our Fore- 
fathers Hearts with greater Sadneſs, than the firſt of 
this Month, in the Year 1714, did us, with Joy and 
Rejoicing, as if the Lord ſeemed to ſingle out this Month 
unto us. His late Majeſty's Proclamation, and peace- 
able Acceſſion unto the T, rods of Great Britain, ſpread 
aà @ univerſal Pleaſure through the Minds and Faces of 
every true Proteſtant, while the very Countenance of 
the Enemy declared their Diſappointment. But bleſſed 
be God for thoſe ſeaſonable Interpoſitions of divine Provi- 
dence in our Favour. By theſe things we are called upon 
to record and praiſe the Lord; and if this Diſcourſe 
ef thro? a divine Bleſſing accompanying it, tend to 
promote in you a pleaſant Remembrance of the Opera- 
tions of God's Hand in your Favour, and ſtir you up to 
ſet the Crown upon the Head of Chriſt, who doth bis 
Pleæſure i in the Armies of Heaven, and among ſt the In- 
'babitants of the Earth, I ſhall have my Deſire, and 
you reap the Comfort and Profit ; which is, and ſhall be 


the earneſt Request of 
Your Faithful Friend, 


W. BaxTIEr. 


* Dr. Callamy's Abridgment of Baxter's Life, Vol. I, 2d Edit 
p. 184 to 193, 
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Nu Mz. xxiii. 23. lat. Part. 


According unto this Time it ſpall 
be ſaid of Jacob and Iſrael, 
W hat hath God wrought ? 


HES E Words are handed down 


\ 


do us by that great Prophet of 
ek Hs the Old Teſtament, Moſes, the 
Man of God, the Guide and 
Leader of God's People Mrael. 
| | The Words themſelves are the 
Language of a falſe Prophet, an Enemy unto 
the Lord's People. The Circumſtances of 
TſraeFs Deliverance at this Time were ſo re- 
markable, that the Lord, in his great Wiſ- 
dom, ſaw good to hand it down for the En- 
couragement of the Church in all Ages, that 
in Time of Diſtreſs ſhe might not faint nor be 


diſcouraged, when Enemies riſe up againſt, 
and threaten to ſwallow her up. Surely + 


there is no Inchantment againſt Jacob; neither 
x 's 
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is there any Divination againſt Iſrael; Ac- 
cording ta this T ime it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob, 
and of Irael, What hath God wrought ? In 
ſpeaking to theſe Words I ſhall, under Divine 
Aſſiſtance, take Notice of the following Things, 
as contained in this part of the Verſe. 

1. The Perſon ſpeaking, Balaam. 

2. We ſhall take Notice of the Perſons 


concerned in this Prediction of Balaam's 
 (Facoband Tſrael) and let you ſee, who or 


what is intended by this Name. 

3. Enquire who they are that ſhall recog- 
nize this Bleſſing, and ſay, What bath God 
wrought ? = 

1. As to the Perſon ſpeaking, Balaam, we 
have an Account of him by the Mouth of the 
Apoſtle Peter, as one that loved the Wages 
of Unrighteouſneſs, who was rebuked for his 


Iniquity, the dumb Aſs ſpeaking with Man's 


Voice forbad the Madneſs of the Prophet. 
He was hired by the King of Moab to curſe 
the Lord's People; and this King ſeemed to 
place a conliderable Confidence in him, as in 
the xxiid Chap. and the 6th Yerſe, For J 
wot that he whom thou bleſſeſt is bleſſed, 
and he whom thou curſeſt is curſed. The 
Heart of the King of Moab trembled at the 


Tidings he had heard concerning the Amo- 


rites, and Os the King of Baſhan, and there- 
fore he was determined to ſpare neither Coſt 


nor Pains, if poſſible, to deſtroy this People. 


2 2 Pet. ii. 15, 16. 


De hold, 


= 


= | 


Bebold, there is a People come out of Egypt, 
and cover the Face of the Earth, and they 
abide over againſt me. It's probable that 
he might have heard of ſome of the Signs and 
Wonders God wrought for them in bringing 
them thence; all which ſtirred him up the 
more to have his Will of them, and therefore 
by fair Promiſes, and a Reward in hand, he 
intreated Balaam to come from Aram, out 


of the Mountains of the Eaſt, with a great 


Promiſe of Promotion; for, I wil} promote 
thee unto very great Honour, and will ao 
whatſoever thou ſayeſt, if thou wilt but curſe 
me them, ver. 17. He had the Semblance and 
Appearance of the true Prophets, by telling 
the Meſſenger he would enquire of God. 
Whatever Divination he might uſe in the 
Night, for this had been his Practice, as is 
evident in the xxivth Chap. ver. 1. yet the 
Lord would not be ſilent when he was con- 
ſulting againſt his People, and therefore he is 
ſaid to come to Balaam, and gave him to 
know his Mind, which could never be fru- 
ſtrated by all the Inchantments of Men. At 
firſt the Lord forbad him to go, and thereon 
he diſmifled the Meflenger back to Balak, 


and on their Return again the Lord ſuffered 


him to.go, but gave him to underſtand, that 
he ſhould not act according to the wicked Ins 
clination of his Heart, but according to the 
over-ruling Hand of his Power, which he 
greatly diſplayed when he ſent his Angel to 

n rebuke 


Balaam would if be could. © YG 
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rebuke his Madneſs, whoſe Heart was to de- 
ſtroy Hrael, and join in League with their 
Enemies, againſt a People going up into the 
Land which God had promiſed them, This 
Angel, the Angel of the Covenant, was ob- 
ſerving all his Motions, and like one ready to 
defend them, appears with a drawn Sword in 
his Hand to withſtand him, whoſe Life had 
almoſt gone for it: Yer, 33. Unleſs the Aſs 
had turned from me, ſurely I had alſo ſlain 
thee, and ſaved her alice. Jehovah, the 
Angel of the Covenant, makes him to con- 
feſs his Folly to him, and offers to return 
back ; but that Balaam might ſee his Power, 
he ſuffers him to go on, he being able to make 
Balaam ſubſerve the Ends of his Glory, as 
ealily as he made his Aſs to ſpeak and rebuke 
his Maſter's Madneſs. He was gladly receiv- 
ed by Balak, but his Meſſage by him not 


liked, for the Lord held him in, and at laſt 


he became a Prey to that People that he would 
have made a Prey of; for they conquered the 
Kings of Midian, and Balaam alſo, the 
Son of Beor, they ſlew with the Sword. This 
Hiſtory will afford us two or three uſeful Re- 
marks by the Way. | | 

(I.) As Satan cannot do what he would 
againſt the Church of God, ſo neither can his 
Inſtruments ; for they are under the Reſtraints 
of God's Power, they cannot ſtir Hand or 
Foot againſt Zion without his Permiſſion or 

» Numb, xxxi. 8. 

Leave. 
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Leave. Satan has, in all Ages of the Church, 


been endeavouring to deſtroy God's Iſrael, 


But the Gates of Hell*, ſays our Lord, hal 
not prevail againſ} her. Our Lord doth not 


promiſe they thall not attempt and try their 


Force, and make Efforts to bring her down: 
He knew that they would be plotting and 
contriving, but they ſhould not prevail : He 
looks into the Depths of Satan's Devices, 
pries into all the Counſels of Hell; Hell is 
* naked before him *, there the Workers of Ini- 
quity cannot hide themſelves. Many are the 
Inſtruments. Satan hath raiſed up, and doth 


ſill. They ſhall gather together, faith God, 


but not by me: Whoſoever ſhall gather together 
againſt thee, ſhall —＋ thy ſake ; for, No 
Weapon formed againſt thee ſhall proſper *. 
Come, let us cut them off from being a Na- 
tion, is the united Language of Vrael's Ene- 
mies. Balaam was here one of Satan's Inſtru- 
ments, but under the reſtraining Power of 
God, imployed to curſe them, but cannot do 
it: I cannot go beyond the Mord of the Lord, 
if Balak world give me bis Houſe full of Sik 
ver and Gold for the Lord holds him 
in as a wild Horſe is kept in with Bit and 
Bridle, Fain he would have acted againſt 
them, and been glad to have pleaſured the 
King of Moab; but, ſays Balaam, I cannot 
go beyond the Mord of the Lora, to do leſs or 


© Matt. xvi. 18, 4 Job xxvi. 6. * Iſai, liv. 24, 16. 


F Pſal. IXxxiii. 4. 
2 more 


% " 

2 1 9 
CE \ F 

: j 
' | 

[ 

* 


| 6 Balak*s Defire fruſtrated ; or, 
| more than I am commanded, There is much 

of the Wiſdom and Care of Chriſt, the Head 
of the Church, ſeen in ſuffering the Enemies 
of his People to gather together againſt them ; 
for in an Inſtant he turns Matters about, and 
over-rules them to his Peoples Good, and 
confounds their Devices, that they cannot find 
their Hands to perform their Enterprize*®. 
They ſmite their Hands for Madneſs, as Ba- 
lab did, when they ſee the Lord diſappoints 
them in their Deligns, And Balak's Anger 
was kindled againſt Balaam, and he ſmote 
his Hands together: And Balak ſaid to Ba- 
laam, I called thee to cairſe mine Enemies, 
and, behold, thou haſt altogether 7 4 them 
theſe three Times; therefore now flee to thy 
Place, far I thcught to hace promoted thee 
z0 great Honour, tut, lo, the Lord hath kept 
thee back from Honour. We ſee then what a 
Reſiraint the Enemies of the Lord's People 
are under. The Intention of both theſe was 
to deliroy, as Pharaohs was; 1 will purſue 
and overiake, aud divide the Spoil, and my 
Luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them'. Hold, 
ſays God, Pharach, thou art in my Hand, 
and God did but look out of the Pillar of the 
Cloud ©, and his Hoſt was troubled, and their 
Chariot Wheels drew on heavily ; thou didſt 
but blow with the Winds! and the Sea cover- 
ed them, and they ſunk as Lead in the 


Job v. 12. * Numb. xxiv. 10, © Exod, xv. 9. * Exod. 


mighty 


WW * 


zalaam would if be could: 7 
mighty Waters. All which proves, that the 


Church's Enemies, whether viſible or invi- 


ſible, are under the Lord's Reſtraints, that 
they cannot do what they would, for the Go- 
vernment is on Chriſt's Shoulders, and he is 


Head over all Things unto the Church; Prin- 


cipalities and Powers are fubjet to him. 
(. 2.) We may obſerve, that Balaam's 
Mouth and Heart were divided ; while in Heart 
he did curſe God's People, yet compelled by 
his Lips to pronounce Bleſſing upon Bleſſing 
concerning them, And he took up his Pa- 
'rable and ſaid, Balak the King of Moab 
Bath brought me from Aram, out of the Moun- 
zains of the Eaft, ſaying, Come, Curſe me Ja- 
cob, and defy me lſracl*”. How ſhall I curſe 
whom God hath not curſed ; or, bow ſhall I 
defy whom God hath not defied ? Then Ba- 
lat had him from Place to Place, and pre- 
pares Sacrifices and Altars, yet to no Pur- 
poſe; God, ſays he, is not a Man that be 
Should lye, ner the Son of Man that he ſhould 
repent. Hath he ſaid and ſhall he not do it; 
or, hath he ſpoken and ſhall he not make it 
good ? I have received a Commandment to 
leſs and I cannot reverſe it, nor all the Men 


in the World ; for his Word ſtands faſt for 2 


ever, and he will not depart from the Words 
of his Lips. All their Pretenſions of Wor- 
ſhip to this God will not do ; he is not to be 
bought off from his Purpoſes and Deſigns un- 


® 1 Pet, iii. 22. n Numb, xxiii. 7. Ver. 19. 
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to his People; for I ſuppoſe that Balaam in- 
ſtructed him to offer up theſe to the God of 
JVrael, who only could grant his Requeſt, 
Numb. xxiii. 4, 5. but all this could not bring 
down a Curſe on them that God had bleſſed. 
([ 3.) We obſerve, That the Lord made 
this falſe Prophet ſpeak out as great 'Truths as 
any delivered out by Man, yet not intereſted 
In one of them himſelf, for he was zin the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniqui- 
25. And Balaam root up bis Parable and 
faid, Balaam the Son of Beor bath ſaid, and 
the Man whoſe Eyes are opened hath ſaid ; 
be hath ſaid, which heard the Words of 
God, which ſaw the Viſions of the Almighty, 
Jalling into a Trance, but having his Fyes 
opened. The Spirit of Prophecy came upon 
him as it did upon $au/*, and he was con- 
ſtrained to propheſy and ſpeak of ſome of the 
greateſt Bleſſings that the Church of God was 
in expectation of, and that they ſhould enjoy 
in future Times. And now, ſays he to Ba- 
lat, 1 go to my Place as you in Diſpleaſure 
commanded me, but let me tell you, the Son 
of Beor hath ſaid, the Man whoſe Eyes are 
opened hath ſaid (not opened by the Applica- 
tion of Chriſt's Eyc-falve *, ſpiritually to diſ- 
cern the Lord for himſelf in a ſaving Know- 
ledge of God in Chriſt) but only to foretel 
what and whom this People 1/rae/ were wait- 
ing for ever ſince the firſt Promiſe of a Meſſias 
Numb. xxiv. 15, 16, 4 1 Sam. x. 11. Rev. iii. 18. : 
was 


— — —— ———— — * * —_ — 


| 
| 
ö 
| 
1 
ö 
1 
| 
| 
| 
. 


| Balaam would if be could, 


was given out: I ſhall ſee him but not noe ; 
behold him, but not nigh. Who is this that 
he ſhould ſee? I anſwer, Chriſt, this Star 
that was to ariſe out of Jacob; the Meſſias 
that was promiſed unto Jacob, and the Mer- 
cy unto Abraham. He calls himſelf by this 
Name in the Revelations; I am the Root 
and Off-ſpring of David, the Bright and 
Morning Star. Perſwaded he was he ſhould 
| ſee him, either at the Time of his Death, 
when the Spirit goes uhto God, or at the 
Time of the general Judgment, for then eve- 
ry Eye ſhall ſee him, muſt be forced to ſee 
him whether they will or no. 'The Moun- 
tains and Rocks ſhall not be able to hide 
them from him, nor him from them: A terri- 
ble Sight to all out of Chriſt ; the Thought 
of this made Balaam to wiſh, He could die 
the Death of the Righteous, aud that bis 
laſt End might be like his*. He knew that 
the one ſhould ſee him with Pleaſure, as Fob 
ſpeaks, TI ſhall ſee him for my ſelf, mine Eyes 
ſhall behold Bim, and not another; but the 
other with Horror and Amazement; I all 
bebold him, but not nigh to me in Covenant, 
as all God's People are; not nigh to me in 
Fellowſhip and Communion as they ſhall, for 
I have no Lot nor Part in that Matter: This 
mult needs be a terrible Apprehenſion that the 
Man had. We may then ſee the Difference 


Mic. vii. 20, Rev. xxii, 16, Chap. i. 7. Numb. 
Xxilii. 10. | | 
QC be- 


10 Balak's Defire fruſtrated; br, 
between the Spirit of Prophecy to conſtrain 
him to ſpeak, and his Underſtanding opened 
to. ſee the Viſion of God, and the Spirit of 
Chriſt, enlightcning a dark Soul into the Mind 
of Chriſt. ſavingly, and carrying that Work 
on with Power; many have had the former 
that never knew any Thing of the latter ; and 
many. have it ſtill, Head Knowledge with- 
out Heart- ſeaſoning Grace will make the 
Man's Caſe the more dreadful another Day . 
For many ſhall ſay in that Day, Lord, Lord, 
Bac wpe not propheſied in thy Name, and in 
thy Name done many wonderful Works ; but 
the Lord will ſay, Depart from me Je Work- | 
ers of, Inguity, I never knew qa. They 
may then plead their frequent Preaching, 
Praying, and good Deeds done, but they and 
their dervices will be as Stubble before the 
devouring Fire. The Lord never knew them 
to be put amongſt the Children, or to have the 
Childreß's Nature given them, nor to have a 
Portion: amongſt them that have caſt away 
their own Righteouſneſs, and exalted that of 
the Lord's alone. A Man ma; ſpeak great 
Things of, and for God, and yet be a Stranger 
to him. Thus did Cailapbas the Ee. 
The Lord pan uſe Perſons ſor ſpecial Service, 
yet not enlighten them ſpiritually by a livin 

Principle in their Souls. Gifts for Uſefulneſs 
and Grace are two diſtinct Things; a Man 
may be poſſeſſed of the one and go to Hell at 


Matth. vii. 22. 


laſt 5 
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laft ; but the Man made a Partaker of the 
other, tho' ke hath comparatively; little or no 
Gifts for Uſefulneſs, is preſerved from it. The 
great Apoſtle knew well the Difference be- 
tween the one and the other; Though I ſpeak 
ewith the Tongue of Men and Angels, and 
have no Charity (or Love to the Lord, or 
the Love of the Lord let into my Soul) 1 am 
become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling m- 
bal; and though Fhave the Gifts of Propbe- 
fies, and underſtand ail Myſteries, and all 
Knowledge ; and though I have all Faith, 
fo that I could remove Mount ai ns, and Lave, 
not Charity, I am nothing. "Theſe Gifts arc 
Temporary, they may be given for a Time, 
and taken away again, but the Gifts of Grace 
unto Life and Salvation are without Re- 
_ pentance*, Balaam's Light and Knowledge 
roſe no higher than common Gitts, to prophe- 
ſy, and to ſpeak of, and concerning Chrilt, 
and the Glories of his Kingdom ; but with 
all this it may be ſaid of him, as of Fudas, 
one of our Lord's Diſciples, who, no doubt, 
had the ſame apoſtolical Giſts as the reſi had, | 
That he went unto his Place. It's only Chriſt 
in the Man that makes him a new Creature; 
all the Gifts put upon him will not do it; then 
old Things paſs away, and all Things become. 
new. But thus much ſor the firſt Remark. 
2. I ſhall now take Notice of the Perſons 
concerned in this Prediction, Jacob and J- 


21 Cor. Xiii. 12. c Nom. xi. 29. 
| 2 | ac; 
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rael ; not Jacob perſonally, for he was ga- 
thered unto his People when this Tranſaction 
of Balaam and Balak was managing, yet 
one of thoſe that died in the Faith of their in- 
heriting of the longed for Land of Canaan, 
that Land flowing with Milk and Honey, 
therefore he made Joſeph his Son promiſe him 
to bury him, when dead, in the Land of Ca- 
naan; But I will lie with my Fathers, and 
thou ſhalt carry me out cf Egypt, and bury 
me in their burying Place*. And according- 
ly he performed it, and went up from Egypt 
with his Brethren and little ones, and buried 
him in the Cave which Abraham bought of 
Ephron the Hittite. Neither are we. to un- 
derſtand by Jacob and Jſrael, in a confined 
Senſe, the natural Deſcendants of Jacob, for 
this Name is in a peculiar Manner afhxed un- 
to the Church, of God, to diſtinguiſh it in all 
Ages. Now, all are not Iſrael which are of 
Ifrael : In this Senſe it's a Name by which the 
Old Teſtament Church was renowned, and it 
was typical of the Church in after Ages. 
Thus in David's Time, Now may Iſrael ſay, 
if it had not been the Lord who was on our 
ſide they bad ſwallowed us up quick. So 
the great Apoſtle gives the New Teſtament 
Church the fame Name, 4s many as walk ac- 
cording unto this Rule, Peace be upon them, and 
upon the Iſrael of Go. We having the ſame 
Faith, and being Members of the ſame Body, 
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and Heirs of the ſame Grace, bear one and 
the ſame Name, Jacob and Iſrael, a diſeri- 
minating Name, by which the Church of 
Chriſt is diſtinguiſhed, The Spirit of the 
Lord don't uſe to give uſeleſs Names unto his 
Church, and therefore we ſhall take Notice 
why the Church is called by this Name; and 
in the | 

1/} Place, She bears this Name, becauſe, 
like Jacob or Iſrael, ſhe is a poor, diſtreſſed, 
afflicted People; a People tried on every Hand, 
a People travelling through the Enemies 
- Country (otherwiſe their Lord's Land) un- 
to that alloted them by the Lord, which they 
were bid to go and take Poſſeſſion of. No 
ſooner had God revealed himſelf unto Abra- 
ham, as his Shield, and exceeding great Re- 
ward, and deſigned to take out of his Loins 
a People for himſelf, and to reveal his Cove- 
nant to them, and to be a God to them, and 
theirs, in their Generation, but the Lord doth 
not hide from Abraham what this People 
ſhould meet with ; they were not to go thro' 
the World ſmoothly or eaſily, no, but to be 
afflicted four Hundred Years*, and to be 
Strangers in a Land that was not theirs; to 
be oppreſſed, and diſtreſſed greatly by the 
Kings of Egypt, and cruelly uſed in the 
Houſe of Bondage, and to be oppreſſed on 
every hand, yet a People the Lord looked 
alter. And the Lord ſaid, I bare ſurely 


Gen. xv. 15 
XV, 13; ſeen 


1 Balak*s Deſire fruſtrated; or, 

Len the Afiiftions of my People which ure in 
1 Egypt, and have heard their Cry, by reaſon 
of their TaskeMaſfters, I know their Sorrow *. 
The Sorrows of {frae/ in Egypt ſoon began, 
and continued a great while, for there aroſe a 
King that knew not Joſeph, Knew him not in 
his People and Poſterity; for this People 
grew and multiplied, and they began to be 

afraid of them, and uſed rough Means to pre- 
vent their Growth and Increaſe, but to little | 
purpoſe, for the more they were oppreſſed 
the more they grew and multiplied. So in 
our Context, when rae} was going up to 
Canaan, it's as if they ſhould ſay, This is not 
our Reſt, let us go along peaceably through 
your Country to that which God gave our 
Fathers; but they refuſed to let them go, 
though T/raet ſent Meſſengers unto Sibon 
King of the Amorites*, and promiſed to do 
them no hurt, but to keep the King's High- 
way. Jſrael knew that the Earth was their 
Lord's, and though they. refuſed, he could 
make them go on their Way, though the King 
of Sibon paid dear for it at laſt. Many a reſt- 
ing Place had they in the Wilderneſs, but not 
long together, both under the Guidance of 
Moſes, and at laſt of Joſhua, the true Type 
of Chriſt, that could only lead his People in- 
to Reſt. What Age of the Church can you 
put your Finger upon wherein ſhe has not 
met with her Trials: It was thus of old, and 


1 Exod. iii. 7. 5 Numb, xxi. 22. 
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Þ in the Apoſtles Time, no ſooner had the 
_ Goſpel met ith Suoceſs, but there were many 
Attempts to extinguiſh tt the Chifrch by ſharpPer- 
ſecutions. Thus it was in the primitive Times ; 
Through mumfold Tribulations they mit en. 
ter imo the Kingdom of Ua; L of them 
through Fire and Water, ſawn aſunder, wan- 
der'd about in Sheep-Skins , of whom the 
World wwas not wworthy ', yet under the Con- 
duct of Joſbaa led to ea, their heavenly 
Reſt; a fit Emblem of the many Afflictions 
that the Lord's People ate to meet with in 
this World. It may fitly be compared unte 
the Wilderneſs. Jael wander d through 
1 Windings and Turnings, ſometimes 

ount 70 ab, the Mount of P 
and at other Times in the Valley of Diſlceſe? 
If any ask them whither they tre bound, 'the 
Anſwer is, to the heavenly Canaan, Where 
the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the 
Weary art at reſt; to the Land, where the 
Inhabitants ate not ſick! for the peop le that 
dwell therein have their Iniquities Revives 
them. Yet, fays the Church, though in the 
Wilderneſs, yet there is a Perſon that taketh 
Notice of me, that lets me know there re- 
mains a Reſt for me ; therefore the Church is 
repreſented as coming up out of the Wilder- 
neſs, Jeanmg upon ber Beloved '. Who is 
this that uſes this Familiarity, to lean and 
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reſt her ſelf on Chriſt ? Why, a Perſon that 


bath been battered, tried, harraſſed out with 
Temptations, Difficulties and Trials, in the 


Wilderneſs: ſometimes diſtreſſed by inward 
Corruptions, ſometimes by Satan, ſometimes 
by the, World, yet Chriſt's Arm is her Sup- 
ort, a mighty Prop, on whom ſhe may 
ean with all her Burdens.and Complaints. 
You ſec ſhe is haſtening from them, ſhe is go- 
ing up like one that is in a progreſſive Mo- 
tion, that in a little while will be for ever 
freed from them, and put into the heavenly 


”- 


2dly. The Church is compared to Jacob 


and J/racl, becauſe, like them, ſhe appre- 


hended her ſelf liable to be cruſhed and de- 
ſtroyed by her numerous and powerful Ad- 


verſaries, that ſhe is no Match for. She is 


ſenfible of her own Weakneſs, and is the 
more diſcouraged from that Conſideration. 
Thereſore the Spirit of God hath taken No- 
tice of her under ſuch diſtreſſing Thoughts, 
concerning her own Weakneſs, 5 the Pro- 
phet Jaiabh, Fear not thou Worm Jacob, and 
ge Men of Iſrael“. How ſoon is a Worin 
cruſhed? It needs no great, Strength to de- 
ſtroy a Worm; why, thus is the Church in 
the Eyes of the World, as they ſee no Beauty 
in her, but look upon her as deſpicable Crea- 
tures, ſo they ſee no Strength in her, and 
therefore they ſay, Come, let us make a 
| 2 If, xli. 14 _ 


„ 1 
> * 
ww - - oy \ + 
* 7 
= 


Balaam would if be cad. 17 
Confederacy againſt her, and let us deſtroy 
them, yet, ſays God, though ſhe her ſelf has 
no Strength to ſtop the Tide of her Enemies, 
ſhe is mine, and you think to cruſh her; fear 


not thou Worm Jatob, look back, What did 


I for you in Egypt? At the Red Sea you 
thought you ſhould then be cruſhed as a 
Worm; did not Pharoah and his mighty 
Men purſue you? Why, was I not your Re- 
deemer then? Is my Hand ſhortened ? | am 
thy Redeemer ſtill, the holy One of 1/rael; I 
will help thee when thine Enemies rife up 

againſt thee. No Weapon formed againſt 


th:e ſhall proſper ; all their Counſcls againſt . 


thee ſhall come to nought, for you are my 
hidden ones ©, though a Worm, yet hid under 
the Eye and Protection of Chriſt ; therefore 
the Lord encourages the Church; I will help 
thee. They ſhall find me to exert my Power 
when thou art in the greateſt Trouble. Be- 
hold me; look at me; and not; as Peter * did 
at the Waves of the Sea; for if thou obſerveſt 
the Motion of the People, the tumultuous 
Water, thou wilt fink; and thy Heart fail 
thee, and be ready to ſay, they have Cha- 
riots and Horſemen, they are more in Might 
and Strength, Well, but I can diſplay my 
Power in your Weakneſs; behold, I will 
make thee a new ſharp Threſhing Inſtrument 
having Teeth, thou ſhalt threſh the Moun- 
tains, thoſe that over-top thee and oppreſs 


© Pſal, Ixxxüi. 3. D Matth, xiv. 30. 


© 
thee, 
" * 1 
* 3+ j * 
1 9 —_ 5 # * * . 
Ta 5 
LIT . W- % 
1 R 


IF) 


18 Balak's Defire fruſtrated 3 Or, - 
thee, and beat them ſmall as Chaff, for the 
Wicked ſhall be as Chaff before the Wind. 
You are ſaying, no Man cares for you, none 
to ſtand up for you, none to plead your Cauſe 
in the Ears of Princes of the Earth; you are 
like a Worm under their Feet, juſt cruſhed ro 
Death, as having no Might or Strength 
againſt them. Was not this our Cafe as Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters ſome Years ago; no Man 
cared for us, comparatively to thoſe that were 
againſt us? But though we were called an 
Out-caſt * by Men, yet not by that Man God's 
Fellow ; For I will reſtore Health, ſaith the 
Lord, and I will heal thee of thy Wounds; 
and the Lord performed it in his own Way, 
by raiſing this preſent Family unto the Throne 
of Great Britain, to deliver and fave us, 
whom the Lord preſerve as a long and laſting 
Bleſſing unto the Proteſtant Cauſe. 
3dly. The Church of God bears this Name, 
Jacob and Vrael, becauſe, ſhe is the Lord's 
peculiar Treaſure; a Treaſure he values and 
rizes at a great Rate, A Man loves his 
freafare; and, where the Treaſure is there 
the Heart is alſo*. Now, the Lord loves 
his People, and delights to tell them of it, 
and let them know that he accounts them his 
'Treaſure, and that his Heart is engaged for 
them. Jacob was the Object of God's Love, 
ſo is the Church: He loved the People ©; be 
{et his Love upon them unalterably, never to 


P Jer. XxX, 17, Match. vi. 21. Deut, XXX ili. 3. 
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be taken off, For whom he loves be kewes unto 
the End. It's a free, abſolute, unconditional 
Love ; it was not becauſe they were more in 
Number, or better than Wthers, but becauſe 
he would love them; and if at any Time the 
Enemy meddle with his Treaſure, he will 
not let the Enemy exact upon her. He will 
chaſtiſe his Church or People when he pleaſes ; 
. and when ſhe needs it he will do it himſelf, 
and not leave it to his Enemies to do it 
for him. The Lord's Heart is ſet upon his 
People as his Treaſure ; and as Men highly 
elleem their Treaſure ſo doth the Lord: 
What will a Man not do to preſerve it? he 
will expoſe himſelf to many Dangers rather 
than loſe it. Let us ſee then what the Lord 
hath done for this Treaſure of his, for ſo he 
calls them, Fur the Lord bath choſen Jacob 
unto himſelf, and Iſrael for his peculiar Trea- 
ſure . Now his Power is engaged to defend 
it, for his Heart is ſet upon it. He loves to diſ- 
play his Power in a Way of Grace and Pro- 
vidence too, for, and on behalf of this his 
Treaſure. It coſt the Lord much in the Way 

of his Providence to preſerve her to himſelf. 
I am the Lord thy God, the holy One of If- 
racl; 7 gave Egypt for thy Ranſom, and 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee ©. Since thou 
waſt precious in my Sight I gave Men for 
thee, and People for thy Life ; all the Glory, 
| Riches, and Wealth of Egypt, went for thee ; 
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and Nations many did the Lord cut off for 


them; he ſtrikes through Kings in the Day of 


his Wrath for them: Becauſe they are his 
Treaſure he remo s Kings and Princes in a 
Moment, by Death, when they' injure this 
his Treaſure, But he values theſe People as 
his Treaſure in an higher Senſe, for he hath 
not only redeemed them by the Arm of his 
Power, but by the Price of Blood: This 'Trea- 
. re colt Chriſt, the Head of the Church, his 
Blood ; therefore he will defend it to the ut- 
termoſt. Jacob is his Treaſure. This is the 
Treaſure hid in the Field® of the World, 

which Chriſt bought, and therefore he will 
not loſe it at any rate: He hath expended 
his Blood for it, and he will his Power alſo ; 

that whenever the Enemy attempts to meddlé 


with the Church, which is Chriſt's Treaſure, 


he thinks himſelf obliged to ſtir up his Strength 
and come and fave her. No Man can more 
delight himſclf in his Treaſure than Chriſt 
doth, tor the Saints are the Excellent of the 
Earth, in whom is all his Delight *; for, 
the Lord's Portion is his People, Jacob is 
the Lot of his Inheritance”. 

4thly. Jacob and Iracl were a bleſſed 
People, ſo is the Church of God a bleſled 
People: Whether they are Bond or Free, 
Youn or Old, Rich or Poor, they are a 
bleſſed People, and it's not in tke Power of 


Men or Devils to reverſe the Bleſiang ; as 


» Matth, xiii. 44. Pfal. xvii 3. ? Deut. xxxii 9, 12 
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Jaac ſaid to Eſau, I bave bleſſed him," thay il 
is, Jacob, and he ſhall be bleſſed. So it may 
be ſaid of the Church of God, that they are a 

bleſſed People, the Lord hath bleſſed them 
therefore the Lord forbids Balaam to curſe, 
and renders this for a Reaſon, For the Lord 
hath bleſſed them above others, and before 
others: Thou ſhalt not curſe the People, for 
they are blefled *, It is not ſaid, they thall 
be bleſſed in Time to come, but they are now - 
at this Time, Were we to enquire, what 
thoſe Bleſſings are, the Church of God is in 
Poſſeſſion of, it would be too large to inſiſt 
upon at this Time; juſt a Hint of them: Ja- 
0b and 1ſrael, the Church of God, is bleſſed 
with all the Bleſſings of Grace in Chriſt, be- 
fore the World began. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that 
hath bleſſed us with all Bleſſings in bim be- 
fore the World began. All the Bleflings of 
Grace ſtand here irrevocably for God's [ſraed, 

aud neither Sin nor Satan can alter them. If 

Sin or Satan could have diſinherited the 

Church of them, ſhe had loſt them long ago, 

for ſhe ſinned and fell in Adam, and loſt all 

ſhe had in his Hands; but, a bleſſed People; 
all the Charges of Satan againſt them cannot 
reverſe the Bleſſing ; though he may repreſent 

God's Iſrael with their filthy Garment *, yet 

they are bleſſed with all Bleſlings, whatever 

we want-in Time, and. throughout all the 


Numb. xxii. 12. ® Eph. 1. 3, 4. v Zech. iii. 3. 
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22 Balak's Deſire fruſtrated ; or, 
endleſs Ages of Eternity. All Bleſſings are 
in Chriſt's Hands for God's Jacob or Hrael. 
This Word gathers them all up into one, and 
they are like a golden Chain full of Links. 
They are alſo a bleſſed People with reſpect unto 
the Knowledge of God in Chriſt, Bleſſed 
are the People that know the joyful ſound. 
This was the Caſe of God's Jrael; they had 
an experimental Knowledge of God in Chriſt; 
they were bleſſed as Peter was ; Bleſſed art 
thou Simon Barjona, for Fleſh and Blood 


| bath not revealed it uno thee, but my Father 


which is in Heaven*. A diſtinguiſhing Fa- 
vour indeed, to be bleſſed with this Know- 
ledge. O, happy is the People that is in 


ſuch a Caſe ! Tea, happy is that People whoſe 


God is the Lord. In this Senſe they are 
likewiſe a bleſſed People; ſo they are a bleſ- 
ſed People in the Matter of Non-Imputation of 
Sin. God did not charge Sin to them,. nor 
beheld any in them, ſo as to bring them un- 
der his Curſe and Diſpleaſure: He hath not 
bebeld Iniquity in Jacob, nor + erverſneſs in 
Iſrael. The Lord his God is with him, and 
the Shout of a King is amongſt them. (I 
would not be miſunderſtood) the Lord beheld 
none in his People in a judicial Way, for he 
hath transferred all their Sins unto Chriſt, 
Now God's Church had the Knowledge of 
this under the Old "Teſtament, by Sin being 


© Pfal. Ixxxix. 15 Matth. xvii 17. * Pal, cxliv. 15. 
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transferred and put upon the Beaſt ſacrificed, 
and offered up for Sin; and by the Light of 
the Prophets, he hath made to meet upon him 
the Iniquities of us all. Well, thus God's 
Facob or Iſrael are bleſſed. Bleſſed is the 
Man to ee hom the Lord imputeth not Iniqui- 
iy, and whoſe Tranſereſſion is forgiven, and 
whoſe Sin is covered. God's Jacobs or V 
raels ſtand under the Covert of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs compleatly juſtifiedꝰ from all Things, 

from all Charges, by or from the Law of Mo- 
ſes, ſo that in this Senſe they are a bleſſed 

People, that God ſees no Sin in them; yet in 
another Reſpect he doth as a Father to correct 
and chaſtiſe them for it, and bears a juſt Re- 
ſentment againſt their Sin; for if they keep 
not his Statutes, or break his Commandments, 
he will viſit their Tranſgreſſion with a Rod, 
and their Iniquities with Stripes, yet this ſhall 
never bring his vindictive Diſpleaſure out 
againſt them, becauſe he hath reckoned with 
their Surety ſor them. They are alſo a bleſ- 
ſed People, with reſpect unto the Things of 
this Life. The Lord's Jrael, they have a 
Meaſure, and a proper Portion of theſe 
Things handed out to them. 'Temporal Bleſ- 
ſings are a Part in that Inventory of Bleſſings 
fettled upon them: Al Things are yours *. 
The World, and the Things of it, are wiſely 
diſpoſed of, for the Uſe of his People [raed : 
They ſhall have as much of it as the Lord 


© Pal, xxxii. 1. n Act xiv. 39, 1 Cor. iii. 22 
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ſees is for their Good and Advantage. If he 
has bleſſed his People with his Chriſt, and all 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in him, how ſhall he not 
alſo freely give us all Things. How mad and 
vain a Thing then is it, for Men or Devils to 
curſe a People whom the Lord hath thus 
bleſſed. | | 
5thly. Facob and Iſrael was a diſtinguiſhed 
People from all the Nations round about them; 
ſo is the Church of God. You may as well 
mingle Oil and Water, as the Church and 
the World together: Jacob and Jfrael muſt 
ſs through the Nations, but they muſt not 
+ joined in Affinity unto them, nor mingled 
with them in their Worthip ; they muſt not 
ſerve their Gods, nor bow down to them. 
They dwell in the Nations of the Earth, and 
muſt traffick and trade with them, and carry 
on a civil Commerce with them, as they are 
in the World, and are helpful unto the World ; 
but they are not of it, * they know they 
are of God, and the whole World lies in 8 
Wickedneſs *. They are in the World by a 
Grant from Heaven. I pray not, ſaith the 
Lord, that thou wouldeſt 7:ike them out of the * 
* * World", but keep them from the Evil. They | 
are ſo diſtinguiſhed from the Nations of the 
Earth; that if there is but one or two of them 
in a Town or Country they are ſoon obſerved 
and found out, and a Mark ſet upon them, 
and are dealt with as they did with juſt Lot, 
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This one Fellow. came in to ſojourn with us, 
and he muſt needs be a Fudge. If ſuch a 
Perſon is for reforming the People of- the 
Place where he is, he brings Hatred upon 
himſelf. This was the Caſe in our Text: 
God had ſeparated this People from the 
Nations, and it brought the Hatred of the 
Nations upon them. Thus Balaam ſpeaks 
of them, for he knew that God was their 
God in another manner-than he was the God 
of the Nations. So in the xxilid Chap. 
Fer. 9. From the top. of the Rocks I ſee bim, 
and from the Hills I behold him: Lo, the 
People ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not be 
reckoned among ſt the Nations, It's as if Ba- 
laam ſhould ſay to the King of Moab: This 
People have Light, when all other Nations 
fit in Darkneſs ; they have Diſplays of God's 
Love, Mercy, and Grace, when other Na- 
tions know it not. O happy Nation indeed ! 
O eſteem it your Mercy, that God doth not 
reckon his People amongſt the Nations! It's + 
a peculiar Favour to be diſtinguiſhed from 
them, and our Lord confirms the Truth of 
this Doctrine laid down by Balaam; My 
Kingdom is not of this World", ſays our 
Lord to Pilate, if it were, then would my 
' Servants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered 
unto the Jews. It's ſeparate from it, it's not to 
be governed by the Wiſdom and Policy of 
this World ; it doth not need the Help of 


n Gen. -xix, 9. 2 Joh. xvüi. 36. 
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the Great and Noble Men of the World to 
carry it on and ſupport it : No, it's all left 
to the Management of Chriſt himſelf, in and 


amongſt his Saints; the Glory of this King- 


dom is ſpiritual, therefore the Men of the 
World cannot diſcern it; the Sword and 
the Scepter of this Kingdom are alſo ſpiritual, 
aud ſo are all the Glories of it ; and their 
adhering to this, brings the World's Re- 
ſentments upon them: I have given them thy 
Word, and the World bath hated them be- 
cauſe they are not of the World, even as I am 


not of it. If you were of it, the World 
would love you; but being ſeparated from 


them, they plot againſt you, and are endea- 
vouring to lay ſome Reſtraints upon you. 
This then ſhould inſtruct us how we ſhould 
behave with the World, not make a ſinful 
League with them, be not conformed to the 
World ", nor the Perſons, nor Things of it. 
Beware of ſymbolizing in Doctrine, or in Man- 
hers; the World cannot love any but their 
own, how civil ſoever they may be to you at 
times, and whatever Good-turns they may 
do you, yet they cannot love you, for it is 
a Mark of a called Perſon out of it“; for 
we know that we have paſſed from Death to 
Life, becauſe we love the Brethren. Now 
none can love a Child of God, as ſuch, but 
thoſe that have a Principle of Love wrought 


in them firſt, unto the Lord, and then unto 


thoſe that bear his Image. But it is neceſſary 


Rom. xXXii. 2. 9 I John iii. 14. 4 
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here, to conſider how, or in what Way, they 
are a diſtinguiſhed People. And, 

(1.) Jacob and Vrae was diſtinguiſhed 
with viſible Tokens of God's Preſence ; he 
never gave ſuch external viſible Signs of 
his Preſence unto any People as unto them. 
He did it of old, and he hath not left him- 
ſelf without Witneſs in this Reſpect to us. 
Of old he did it in another Way than now, 
as the Church records it : Moreover, thou 
leadeſt them by Day in à cloudy Pillar, 
and in the Night by a Pillar of Fire ; and 
gave them Bread from Heaven for their Hun- 
ger, and brought forth Mater out of the Rock 
for their Thirſt, and promiſed them that 
they ſhould go in to poſſeſs the Land. 
And gave them his good Spirit to inſtruct 
and enlighten their Minds into theſe Sym- 
bols of his Preſence ; for all theſe were but 
Types of Chriſt, and are in the New Teſta- 
ment referred unto him. 'The Pillar of Cloud 
was a Type of his glorious Perſon, in both 
Natures, diſplayed and made known unto us 
by the Apoſtle Zobn : He dwelt in Fleſh, as 
he did in the Pillar of Cloud, and they ſaw 
his Glory ©, more bright and dazling than 
the Pillar of Fire, as the Glory of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of Grace and 
Truth. This Pillar departed not from them, 
but abode amongſt them, and came with them 
into the Land of Canaan, So the Lord Chriſt 

3 Nehem. ix. 14, 15. Joh. i. 14. 
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s in the midſt of his People; Lo, Jam with 


von always *, is his Promiſe unto his Church, 
and there I am. He never will depart 
from her, but guide her ſafe to Glory. They 
faw his Glory, and felt his Power in the 
Sanctuary; which diſtinguiſhed them. So 
do we ; {till the Arm of God is revealed in 
the Converſion of Sinners, that we, as well 
as they, can talk of his Power“: There are yet 
Diſplays of his Goſpel-Grace feen amongſt 
us, with a viſible Token of his being yet 
with us, in that the Heart of the ſtout and 
rebellious Sinners are overcome and made 
willing in the Day of his Power “. They 
had the Manna and the Water out of the 
Rock following them; and that was Chriſt: 
So hath God's Iſrael ſtill, . the Lord doth 
continue this Token amongit his People; the 
hungry Soul is filled with this Manna, and 
the thirſty Soul refreſhed with this living Wa- 
ter, out of the Rock ; it's in and amongſt 
God's diſtinguiſhed I ael that this is only 
diſcerned; Is this ſeen or heard of amongft 
the Nations of the Earth ? As ſuch, it mu 
be anſwered, No | 5 
( 2.) But they were alſo a diſtinguiſhed Peo- 
ple, with Reſpect unto their Laws; they were 
a People that were not without Law, for they 
had the Statutes and Laws of God in their full 
Latitude, made known unto them; for the 


Matt. xxviii. 20. * Chap, xvii, 20, Pal. exly. 11. 
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Lord made known bis Statutes and bis 
Fudgments unto Iſrael *, by the Mouth of | 
Moſes his Servant, that they might know the 
Way in -which they were to worſhip him ; | 
the Lord was their Fudge. and Lawgiver ”. 
They were to obey none, in any religious 
Matter, but the Lord; for he it is that 
claimed an abſolute Right. over them and their 
Conſciences; and he is a jealous God, he will 
not give his Glory to another in this ſpiritual 
Kingdom: No Man on Earth is to lord it 
over God's Subjects. And when any Laws 
are impoſed upon Conſcience, contrary to 
the Laws of Chriſt, God's Jacobs and Jr aelr 
are not to ſumbit to them ; yea, they dare 
not, yes, they are commanded not; Call np 
Man Mafter *, faith our Lord: They are 
made willing to obey Chriſt, but dare not 
follow any that uſurp his Power; they can 
foliow him even with- their Lives, in his 
Cauſe, if he goes before them. We have a 
Cloud of ſuch Witneſſes made mention of by 
ourApoſtle, inthe eleventh to the Hebrews, and 
our own Hiſtory furniſhes us with an Account 
of noble Worthies of this kind. How much 

Blood might have been ſpared, if God's Hraei 
could have complied with the Laws of Men, 
in oppoſition unto Chriſt's, in that bloody 
Queen's Days who endeavoured to bind Yokes 
upon the Conſciences of her godly Subjects. 


* Pfal. cxlvii. 19. Y Iſa. xxxiii, 22, Matt. xxiii. 10. | 
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The only Charge that they could faſten upon 
them, was in the Matter of their God; as it 
was of old, ſo it was then. This was the 
Charge in Ahaſuerus's Days, by which Haman 
brought about his Deſign ; T here is a certain 
People, ſcattered abroad and diſperſed among 
the evple, in all the Provinces of thy King- 
dom, and their Laws are diverſe from all 
People's, neitber keep they the King's Laws; 
it 4s not for the King 5 Profit 10 ſuffer them. 
Therefore let them be deſtroyed. Their 
Laws indeed were di erſe aun theirs, but 
they had the Lord's Sanction and Authority 
to obſerve them; ard theretore they were 
bound to obey God rather than Man. This 
was what brought Daniel into Diſpleaſure 
with his Prince, who had juir before raiſed 
him to great Diznity in his Kingdom, name- 
ly, endeavouring to keep a Conſcience void 
of Offence towards God, arid pouring out 
his Supplication © unto him three times a day, 
as uſual; he was caſt into the Lions Den; 
but the Lion of the Tribe of Judab exerted 
his Power for his Servant's Safety and Pre- 
ſervation, and to the Deſtruction and Over- 
throw of his Enemies. A Subjection unto 
Chriſt's Laws, in his Kingdom, don't diſſolve 
Perſons from their Subjection unto Kings and 
Princes of the Earth ; for they are the moſt 
ready and chearful Subjects unto earthly 
Princes, when they don't ſet themſelves ins 


V Eft iii. 8, Dan. viii. 10, 22, 24. I 
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ftead of God, and require to be worſhipped 
as Cod. And therefore it's a vile Reflection 
caſt on the People of God, to ſay, they are 
lawleſs, and throw off their Subjection un- 
to earthly Kings. It's the Badge of the Man 
of Sin only, to deſtroy that League that there 


is between Princes and their Subjects; and 


it doth not belong to us Proteſtant-Diſſenters; 
for the Subjection unto Chriſt is ſpiritual, the 
Subjection unto the Kings of the Earth 
temporal. It's therefore well expreſſed by a 
Prelate of the Eſtabliſhed Church, I hat 
* whereas the Laws of this Kingdom, as 
* Chriſt left them, have nothing of this 
World in their View, no Tendency to 
© the Exaltation of fome unto worldly Pomp 
© and Dignity, or to their abſolute Dominion 
“ over the Faith and religious Conduct of 
be others of his Subjects; or to the erecting 
ce of any ſort of temporal Kingdom under 
* the Covert and Name of a ſpiritual One. 
The Sanction of Chriſt's Laws are Re- 
« wards and Puniſhments ; But of what ſort ? 
Not the Rewards of this World, not the 
Offices and Glories of the State; nor the 
* Pains of Priſonments, Fines, Baniſhments, 
© or any leſſer and more moderate Puniſh- 
* ments or Penalties: Nay, not the much 
& lefler negative Diſcouragements that be- 


6.2 Theſſ. ii. 4. 
© Bijbop of Ban gor Sermon before the late King, Page 18. 
Now Bp. of Wincheſter, 
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“long to human Society.” Theſe Laws of 
Chriſt are revealed in his Word, and re- 
quire his Spirit to lead them into an Obe- 
dience conformable thereunto, as it's a ſpi- 
ritual Subjection unto this Lawgiver. Thus 
they are a diſtinguiſhed People by their 
Laws. 

(3.) So they are a diſtinguiſhed People in 
point of Communion and Fellowſhip : As they 
are called out of the World, they are now 
called to worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, 
and that, not after the Manner and Inventions | 
of Men, The Lord will not hold Commu- 
nion with his People in any other Appoint- 
ments than he himſelf hath inſtituted : This 
People, Jacob and Jſraet, was diſtinguiſhed 
in this Senſe ; he would dwell with them, 
and converſe freely with them, and admit 
them to a free Communion with him ; but 
how, in what Way and Manner ? It muſt be 
from the Mercy-ſeat, from between the Cheru- 
bims ; there will I meet with thee, and com- 
mune with thee *, faith the Lord. If a People 
walk on in Chriſt's Way, they ſhall not want 
for Communion with him; but if they add to, 
or take from the Inſtitutions of Chriſt in 
which he holds Communion with his People, 
the Lord will leave them deſtitute of his Pre- 
ſence. Moſes, the Servant of the Lord, care- 
fully inſtructed the People of old in this ; 
Ne ſhall not add unto the words which I 


f Exod. xxv, 22. 


com- 
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' commanded you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh ought 
from it; which if a Man do, he ſball live 
in them: I am the Lord"; that is, he ſhall not 
want my Preſence, and the 'Tokens of m 

Love. This is Chriſt's Language to God's 
Jacob ſtill, If a Man love me he will keep my 
Words : And my Father will love him, and 
we will come lo him, and make our abode 
with him. U heſe People, thus walking ſe- 
parate from the World, tho' they dwell alone, 
deſpiſed, ridiculed, and cenſured, yet ſhall 
not dwell alone in this Senſe, they fhail have 
much of my Company. Truly our Fellow- 
ſhip is with the Father and with his Son 
Jeſus Chrift*. The Perſons here ſaid to have 
Fellowſhip with God and Chriſt, are Perſons 
called out of the World, from that groſs 
Darkneſs in which. they once lay ; and were 
now quickned and made alive by the Grace 
of God, and united unto the Saints in Goſpel- . 
fellowſhip ; for we have Fellowſhip with one 
another, and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
cleanſes us from all Sin. He will thus diſtin- 
guiſh his Facobs and Jſrae/s wherever they 
be, he will encourage them to come out, and 
be ſeparate from the World, that he may 
hold cloſe and intimate Communion with 
them, as they are living Members of Chriſt's 
Body ; for what Concord hath Chriſt with 
Belial ? or what Agreement hath the Temple 


» Lev. xviii. 5, i Joh. xiv. 23. 
* 1 John i. 37 7. | 
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f God with Idols? for ye are the Temple 
of” the living God; (that is, the Called and 
Sanctified in Goſpel-fellowſhip at Corinth ;) 
ye are the "Temple of the living God, As God 
hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and I will 
be their God, and they ſball be my People. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye 
ſeparate, and touch not the unclean Thing, 
and I will receive you, and be a Father un- 
to you, and you ſball be my Sons and Daugh- 
ters, ſaith the Lord Almighty '. If you who 
believe, would have Communion with the 
Lord, ſeparate from, and ſhake oft all Wor- 
ſhip with dead Men, that walk only in their 
own Inventions, for what Concord hath 
Chriſt and Belial together? 'The quickned 
Members of Chriſt cannot have Communion 
with Perſons dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. 
Therefore, if your Separation, for Commu- 
nion with the Lord, ſhould expoſe you to 
Reproach, Scorn, and Contempt, ſays Chriſt, 
F will be a Father to you. When others for- 
fake you, or caſt you out, as they did the 
blind Man that profeſſed Chriſt”, I will 
rake you up, I will protect you as a Fa- 
ther doth his Children, and afford you my 
Hand and Arm too, and you ſhall not want 
the Love of my Heart, that ſhall be open 
unto you, and thed abroad in you by my Spt- 
rit. If you are called to ſuffer, on the Ac-. 
count of Separating for Communion with me, 


1 Cor. vi. 15, 16, 17. m John ix. 34, , | 
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I will give you my Spirit to help and 
ſtrengthen you in your adherence to me ; you 
ſhall not find me abſent, tho' forſaken by 
earthly Parents or Friends, I i be your 
God, and ye ſhall be my Sons and my Daugh- 
ters. And are you not, at times (you who 
are living Stones built up a ſpiritual Tem- 
ple for God) acquainted with this Commu- 
nion ? I am perſuaded I ſpeak to many that 
underſtand me, and that by his Preſence in 
and amongſt you, the Language of your 
Hearts is, How is it, Lord, that thou fhouldeſs 
manifeſt thy ſelf unto 1s, and not unto the 
Mord Thus they are a diſtinguiſhed People 
in point of Communion and Fellowſhip, and 
the more ſtrictly Believers adhere unto this 
Rule, the more they ſhall have of the Lord's 
Preſence both in private and publick. - | 
6thly, The Church of God may be called 
FZacob or Iſrael, becauſe ſhe ſupplanty her 
tncmies, and prevails againſt them: The firſt 
of theſe Names, you know, was given to 
Jacob when he took away F/ar's Birth-right 
and Bleſſing; and Eſau faid ”, Is he not 
rightly named jacob? one that hath ſup- 
planted me, or out-witted me, or deceived 
me, or hath been too ſtrong for me ; 
the other Name, Iſrael, was given him 
when he wreſtled with the Angel of the Co- 
venant, and it is a princely Name, a Name of 
Dignity. And he ſaid, Thy Name ſhall be 


? John xiv. 22. Sen. xxvii. 36. 
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called no more Jacob but Iſrael: For as 4 
Prince thou haſt Power with God and wi'h 
Men, and haſt prevailed”. One of the Names 
was given him by his Parents, as predicting 
ſome thing of his Conduct in the Matter of 
Eſan, but the other was given him by the 
Lord, that would have the Church bear this 
Name in future Ages, and this Name was of 
old ſet a-part for the Uſe of the Church, for 
the Lord was known unto them by this Name, 
the God of Abraham, I{ancand Jacob, or 1ſrael. 
Tho' the word Supplanter, in applying it un- 
to the Church of Chriſt, may ſound harſh, 
yet I hope to make it appear, that in 2 good 
Senſe they may be called Supplanters, not by 
any unlawful Craft or beguiling Inſinuations, 
which Jacob uſed in obtaining the Bleſſing; but 
by way of Prayerand Supplication unto the Lord, 
and by this Means ſupplanting or tripping up 
the Heels of her Enemies, that their Deſigns 
prove abortive, and their intended Miſchief 
falls upon their own Pates. Prayer is one 
Piece of the Saints Artillery *, to batter down 
the Bulwarks of her Enemies; when ſhe can- 
not come at them with Sword and Spear, 
yet ſhe can face them in the Name of the 
Lord *. Prayer hath been, as it is ſtill, a pro- 
ved Weapon, The Church hath a Name to 
make uſe of with the Lord, that doth Won- 
ders; a Name that is always powerful ; a 
Name that the Lord delights to hear his Peo- 


Gen. xxxii. 23. Eph. vi, 18. 1 Sam. xvii. 45 
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ple make mention of: And they lift up this 
Name in Prayer, in Oppoſition to all the 
Rage of the Enemy againſt them; for him? 
the Father heareth always, (the great Head 
of the Church Fehovah, the Church's Advo- 
cate) the Father heareth always. The 
Church of God hath been driven to the laſt 
Pinch, in ſome Cafes, by her Enemies, and 
they have had few or no Friends to appear 
for them to help them, or to ſpeak a Word 
in favour of them, in or amongſt the Courts 
of Princes, but a turbulent and wrathful 
Spirit turned out againſt them. Do not 
ſome of you remember it thus Twenty-one 


Years ago, when all Attempts to preſerve 


the religious and civil Liberties, both in the 
publick Worſhip of God, and in the Educa- 
tion of your Children *, theſe invaluable 
Bleſſings proved to no Purpoſe, notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe excellent Speeches * that were 
made in both Houſes of Parliament, to ſtop 
the Tide of the Enemy? This was but the 
Beginning of our Sorrows. To whom then 
did we apply? Where did we go, but to the 
Lord ? and by Prayer proſtrate our ſelves 
before him, and put our Cauſe into his Hands, 
and it had as happy an Iſſue to us, as the 
Church had in Zehoſaphat's ? Time, when 
her Enemies were only ſupplanted by Prayer: 


John xi, 42. t 1 Joh. ii. 2. u Memoirs of Queen 
Anne. * Pape 268, * Page 291, 292, 293, 1 296. 
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There was an united League againſt God's 
People then, but Fehoſaphat feared, and ſet 
himſelf to ſeek the Lord, and to proclaim a 
Faſt throughout all Judah, and Prayer was 
made unto the God of J1/rae/, He did not 
betake himſelf to Arms, or truſt in the Strength 
of his Hoſt, but firſt to the Lord, to know 
his Pleaſure ; and in his Supplications, what 
cogent Arguments doth he uſe ! Arguments 
drawn out of the Lord's Quiver, or Word ! 
He pleads, in the 6th Verſe, his Power and 
unlimited Dominion over all the Kingdoms of 
the Earth, and the invincible Arm of his 
Power: None is able to withſtand thee : And 
uſes an Argument founded upon the Intereſt 
they had in him, and the great Works he 
had wrought for them, and the Place of his 
dwelling amongſt them, and his ordering 
them to direct their Prayer unto him in that 
Houſe, with a Promiſe to hear them, Yer. 7, 
8, 9. Art not thou our God, who dlidſt drive 
out the Inhabitants of the Land before thy 
People Iſrael, and they dwelt therein, and 
Bade built thee a Sanctuary therein, for thy 
Name; if when Ezil comes upon us, as the 
Szword, or Famine, or Fudgments, we ſtand 
before this Houſe, and in thy Preſence (for 
thy Name is in this Houſe) and cry to thee 
in our Affliction, then thou wilt bear and help 
ts. Their Number, Strength and Power did 
not diſcourage them from going unto God, 


but encouraged them, * See now, how the 
— Deſigns 
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Deſigns of their Enemies were ſubverted by 
Prayer only, Yer. 16, 17. Te ſhall not need do 
fight in this Battle, ſet your ſelves, ſtand ſtill 


and ſee the Salvation of the Lord with you. 


They were to go out as Men that had already 
_ conquered, praiſing the Lord and the Beauty 
of his Holineſs, for his Mercy endureth for 
ever. The Cauſe being God's, he was ſo 
gracious to give his People a Specimen of 
his Care towards them. The Lord ſet Am- 
buſhments againſt the Children of Ammon, 
Moab and Mount Seir, which were come a- 
gainſt Fudab, and they were ſmitten and 
deſtroyed of one another. Some Expoſitors 
think, that this Word 4mbuſhment is to be 
taken in a Metaphorical Senſe ; and apply it 
to God's ſtirring up their Minds one againſt 
another, as if an Ambuſhment had been laid 
on a ſudden to riſe upon them. Others apply it 
unto the Angels that acted a Part in the De- 
liverance of God's People, as in the Times 
of Fcezehinh *, when the Angel of the Lord 
ſlew, in one Night, in the Camp of the Aſ- 
ſyrians, an Hundred Fourſcore and Five 


thouſand. What Means did God's People 


uſe to obtain this Appearance at God's Hands 
but Prayer? And by this Means they ſup- 
planted the Enemy. And this was the only 
Remedy leſt us, which we had been engaged 
in for ſome Months, when, in an Inſtant - of 


* The Aſſembly's Annctat. on the Text, 
2 Kings xix. 38. | 
2 | Time, 
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Time, in an unexpected Manner, God gave 
us the Deliverance we are commemorating : 
He ſent an Ambuſhment, and broke all their 
Meaſures in a Moment, to our Joy and the 
Enemy's Confuſion, who were then ready to 
devour one another, But they are not only 
Supplanters in this Senſe, but they are Pre- 
vailers; they have Power with God and 
Man. 'The Lora will not with-hold what his 
People ask at his Hands in Faith, My Sons 
and my Daughters, command ye me, is the 
Language of the Lord to his People. What 
is thy Requeſt, and it ſhall be granted? They 
can but ask and have. 'The Lord is pleaſed 
to attend unto the Voice of our Supplication, 
and for this we are encouraged to call upon 
him as long as we live. How Cid. the Sup- 
lication of God's Children, in Hezekiah's 
Time, prevail above all the Blaſphemy of 
Senacharib and his Miniſter Rabſhaka ? They 
reſted themſelves upon the Word of the Lord 
to Hezekiah, and, in praying, prevailed, and 
obtained a Deliverance ; for ye Lord put a 
Hook in the Noſe of the King of Aſſyria, and 
2 Bridle into his Lips, and turned him back 
by the Hay that he came; and the Hand of 
God purſued him, and he was deſtroyed, 
'This proud and daring Enemy of God's 
People fell at their Feer in anſwer to Prayer. 
Thus the Church of God ſupplanted and 
prevailed, when that cruel Edict was gone 
o Ifa, xlv. 1s, © Pfal, cxviit,z © Ifa, xxxvii. 29, 38. 
forth, 
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forth, ſigned with the King's Signet, to de- 
ſtroy all, both old, and young little Children 
in one Day; but yet there being Hope in God 
concerning this Thing, Ffther ſtirs up the 
Fews to faſt for her, and ſhe and her Maidens 
would do the like. This. was a religious ſo- 
lemn Faſt, with Prayer and Supplication ; and 
the Anſwer was as remarkable as the Diſpen- 
ſation was aſtoniſhing and trying. IT will go 
unto the Kinz, tho it's not accerding to the 
Law, and if I periſh I periſh. She knew 
what Faſhti ſuffered in not obeying the 
King's Command ; but having committed her 
Cauſe into God's Hand, ſhe is reſolved to 
venture for her felt and People, and ſuc- 
cceded therein; her Requeſt being granted, 
and the bloody Edict removed, and the Author 
of it juſtly puniſhed, and the faithful Mordecai 
advanced: Thus their Mouths was filled with 
Laughter, and their Hearts with Joy and 
Gladneſs. In ſhort, the Lord's Jacob and 
Vrael are ſuch powerful ones with the Lord, 
that they are helped to hold him in Prayer, 
and not let him go till he gives the Bleſſing: 


They hold him to his own Word, the Word 


of Promiſe, That no Weapon formed againſt 
Zion ſhall proſper. Prayer has ſaved many a 
Man in-Danger, and brought him out of it ; 
the Prayer of a Righteous Man availeth much ; 
a Man in Chriſt, juſtified by him, and a Poſ- 
ſcfler of the Spirit of Prayer and Supplication, 


* Efhh, iv. 16, f Chap. vii. 3, 4+ 
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is heard of the Lord; how much more, when 
many ſuch are agreed together to ask any 
thing in the Lord's Name, is it attended with 
a Bleſſing? This united Prayer of Gods 
Iſrael ſupplanted the Deſigns of the Zews 
againſt the Church. When Peter was put 
into Priſon it brought an Angel down from 
Heaven to unlock the Priſon Doors, and to 
looſe Peter's Chains and ſet him free, that he 
might appear for his Lord again. Herod 
ſtretched forth his Hand to vex certain of the 
Church; and killed James, the Brother of 
Fohn, with the Sword ; and had apprehended 
Peter and put him into Priſon, intending to 
have pleaſured the Jes with his Blood, as 
he had done with James; but Prayer was 
made without ceaſing of the Church unto 
God for him; thefe were gathered, and con- 
tinued in Prayer, We are to hold on till 
the Mercy 1s granted ; he held them together 
asking, becauſe he had a Bleſſing to beſtow ; 
and on a ſudden, while they were praying, 
Peter came in, and told them how the Lord 
had brought him out of Prifon. This ſhould 
encourage us at all times, when publick or 
private Calamities threaten the Church of 
Chriſt, to go to him with our Requeſt ; for 
he loves to hear our Voice, Let me hear thy 
Foice; for ſereet is thy Voice, and thy Coun- 
renance is comely", I ſhall now proceed to 
the | | 

s Acts xii. 5, Þ Sol. Song ii, 14. 
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(zd.) And laſt general Remark ; viz. Who 
they are that ſhall recognize this Bleſſing and 
ſay, What hath God wrought ? And we may 
refer this either unto the Enemies of the Peo- 
ple of God; they ſhall obſerve and take 
notice, they ſhall be conſtrained to do it ; 
not becauſe they like it, but they cannot help 
obſerving it ; God's Works for his People are 
ſo viſible and apparent unto the Eyes of car- 
nal Men, that they are made to confeſs, that 
they are a People ſaved of the Lord, and 
carcd for by him. Our God is terrible out of 
his holy Places, the Church is the Place of 
his Reſidence, there he abides, and at times 
he diſplays his Power in ſuch a manner for his 
People, that their Enemies are afraid of him. 
When the Ark of God was taken, the Sym- 
bol of his Preſence, he made the Men of 
Aſhdod ſay, The Ark of God, the God of 
Ifrael, ſhall not dwell with us ; for his Hand 
is ſore upon us * ; ſend it hence, let us get rid 
of it; and they gathered the Lords of the 
Philiftines together, to conſult in what way 
and manner they ſhould diſpatch it to its 
Place ; and with a remarkable Argument, as 
Men obſerving what God had wrought, the 
Prieſt and the Diviners ſaid, Send it not away 
empty; return him a Treſpaſs-offering, that 
ye may be healed ; harden not your Hearts, 
as the Egyptians and Pharaoh did when be 
bad wrought wonderfully for them“; tor they 


i 1 Sam. V, To * Chap. vi, 33 6, 7s 
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knew it was the Ark of the God of Hrael. 
Their God Dagen, and his Prieſts, and all 
the People ſaw and felt his Hand. And it's 
one of the great Arguments Moſes made uſe 
of when the Lord was diſpleaſed with 1ſracl 
for their Unbelief, when the Spies brought 
up a falſe Report of the Land of Canaan, and 
terrified the People, ſo that they murmured 
and were rebellious againſt the Lord. Moſes 
pleads thus with him, to turn away his Anger 
from them, 4nd Moſes ſaid unto the Lord, 
then the Egyptians all hear it (for 1hiu 
broughteſt up this People in thy Might from 
amorg them) and they will tell it to the Ju- 
habitats of the Land with Joy and Delight, 
in a way of Triumph, if thou ſhouldſt deſtroy 
them; for they bace heard that theu Lord 
art amcng ft this Pecple, that thou Lerd art 


feen Face to Face, and that thy Cloud ftands 


over them, and that thiu greſt before them, by 
Day-time in a Pillar of Cloud, and in q 
Pillar of Fire by Night, Now if thou 
ſpouldſt kill all ibis Pecple as one Man, then 
the Nations which hace heard of the Fame 
of thee will ſpeak, ſaying, the Lord was nit 
able to bring this People into the Land of 
Cauaaul. Ihe Nations we fee take notice of 
God's Wonders which he had wrought for 
them, that they thall ſay, Mat hath Gd 
erougnt ? For their Rock is not as our 
Kc, ccen our Enemies themfelces teins 


Num. xiv. 13, 14, 15, 16, 
Judges; 
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Judges; that is, their Gods cannot do that 
for them which our God can for us. The 
 Philiſlines bore a Teſtimony unto this: God 
1s come into the Camp, and wo unto us; for 
there bath not been ſuch a Thing beretcfore ; 
theſe are the Gods which ſmote the Egyptians 
warh all the Plagues in Egypt*. They had 
heard what the Egyptians had ſaid when they 
purſued J/raet; Let us flee from the Face of 
Iſracl, for the Lord fights for them”, And ſo 
in the primitive times, when the 1/rae/ of God 
was {mail in Number, very ſmall and weak, 
yet her Enemies were conſtrained to take no- 
tice of God's Work for them at that time. 
"They laid Hands on the Apoſtles, and put 
them into the common Priſon ; they began 
firſt with his Servants that were engaged in 
the Overthrow of Satan's Intereſt, and Inſtru- 
ments in the ſupporting the Kingdom of 
Chriſt in his Church : One wiſer than the 
reſt in the Council, a Phariſee, named Ga- 
malicl, a Dettor in the Law, had in Repus 
tation among ai People, bad the Fewws to take 
heed what they did, fer if it be of God ye 
cannot overthrow it, leſt haply ye be found to 
be Fighters againſt Gade. He had heard the 
awful Caſe of Ananias and Sapphira, for fear 
came on all them that heard it, and they 
could not but own there was the Hand of God 
in it. And thus the Lord hath, in all Times 


* Dew. . 35. ® I Sam. Iv. 7. P Exod. xiv. 25. 
T Adds v. 34, 33. | 
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of his Church, conſtrained that Enemy, more 
or leſs, by ſome Signs and Wonders, and Ap- 
arance which he works, to ſay, }hat hath 
God wrought They wander at them, and 
periſh in wondering, as Balaam did ; he won- 
dered at the Lord's Works for J/rae/, and 
ſpake of them, and was no ways bettered by 
them, but a Deſpiſer of them, and periſhed 
under them. Thus he makes his Enemies to 
fay, What hath cd wrought ? But, 
2. This more particularly concerns the Saints 
and People of the Lord themſelves: "They 
ſhall ſay, by way of Admiration and Aſto— 
niſhment, What hath God wrought! How 
hath he appeared in ſuch and ſuch a critical 
Time, when we were ſaying the proud Waves 
had nigh gone over our Souls, we were almoit 
ſunk, Deſpondency in our own Spirits, no Faith 
hardly to reſt upon his Promiſe, much Fear 
breaking in on every hand, Darkneſs round 
about us, and Trouble ſurrounding us; yet 
it ſhall be ſaid by them, What hath God 
wrought, the Lord will have it ſo ! Then he 
works them up into an holy Admiration, by 
taking off all their Clogs, and enabling them 
to call to Remembrance zhe 7tars of the right 
Hand of the moſt High * ; that they are en- 
abled to recapitulate, and gather up the Sal- 
vations God hath wrought for them; for re 
ſhall ſpeak of the Glory of thy Kingdom, and 
zalk of thy Power ©; both af the inviſible Glo- 


= Pal. Ixxvii. 10. i Pſal. exlv. 11. 
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ry, and Power of Chriſt's Kingdom, as they 
are the Subjects of his powerful Grace, con- 
quered by it; and of the Operation of 
his Hand, in the mighty Acts of his provi- 
dential Rule, wherein his Power is diſplayed 
in preſerving this Kingdom, and ſupporting of 
it in the World, in the midſt of the Rage of 
Men and Devils, 'Theſe are the Perſons that 
obſerve the Greatneſs and Wonderfulneſs of 
his Works: Theſe are the Perſons that ſeek 
them out, in order to praiſe God for them ; 
for they have Pleaſure in them*. Nothing 
more refreſhing to his Saints, than to record 
the loving Kindneſs of the Lord, and to ſet 
up our Eben-egers and to ſay, Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us. This has been the 
Practice of the Lord's People of old, and ſo it 
ſhould be our Practice; Marvelous Things did 
he in the Sight of their Fathers, in the Land of 
Egypt, in e Field of Loan *. Call them o- 
ver and ſpeak of them to our Children, and 
tell them what God did ſor us when the Ene- 
my ſaid, Bow down, that we may go over. 
O let us remember him, his wonderous Works! 
We can but ſpeak of them in Part, and of 
them very imperfectly too; for whe can utter 
the mighty Ads of the Lord, or ſberp forth all 
his Praiſe? Sometimes we are enabled to doas 
Dacid did, to remember him from the Land of 
Jordan *, when there were the ſwellings of ths 


t Pſal. xi. 2. * 1 Sam. vii. 12. * Pfal. Ixxviii. 12. 
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Waters, the increaſing of Troubles and Sor- 
row; and of the Hermonites, from the Hill 
Mizar” ; where, 'tis probable, the Lord 
wrought ſome great Deliverance for him, 
and appeared to him in the time of his 
Baniſhment. Sometimes the Lord calls them 
to take a ſpecial Notice of his Goings forth for 
them, they ſhall fay, Nhat hath God 
trought ? Sometimes the Mercy is ſo freth 

n the Souls of his People, that they are 
full of Praiſe, and cannot but ſpeak of it to 
others, to engage them to praiſe the Lord 
with them, and that they may magnify the 
Lord together. The Church is fo affected 
with what God hath wrought for her, that 
there are two whole Pſalms * penned on that 
Occaſion. On the ſhutting up of the ſeveral 
Salvations it is added, for his Mercy endures 
for ever. | Theſe are the principal Perſons de- 
ſigned in our Text, that are to fpeak of what 
God hath wrought ; the Saints, and Children 
of God. 

3. Let it be obſerved, that the Works here 
ſaid to be recorded or ſpoken of, are God's 
Works, not Men's, the Works of Men 
are often recorded with vaſt Encomiums ; 
but theſe are God's Works, and who 
can ſpeak of his glorious Majeſty, who is a- 
bove the Comprehenſions of his Creatures? 
By the Perſon ſpoken of in our Text, I 
would underſtand the Lord Chriſt, the Head 


of 


v Pla, xlii. 6, 2 Plal, exxxv. and exxxvi, # 
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of the Church ; as he is her Head, he is the 
moſt proper Perſon to contrive for her, and 
effect whatever ſhe wants, and to bring to 
paſs all the Saivations that ſhe ever may ſtand 
in need of, This glorious Perſon, the Medi- 
ator and Head of the Church, was well known 
under the Old Teſtament; the Government 
of his Church was upon his Shoulders then, 
and is ſo ſtill: He it was that was with them 
in the Mount, and in the Pillar of Cloud ; it 
was he that went to find out a Place for them, 
and led them into it ; and it was he that was 
provoked by them at the Waters of Meriba ®, 
that it went ill with Moſes for their ſakes : 
It was this Perſon that appeared as an Angel 
to Balaam, as is evident; for he addreſſes 
himſelf to him as a divine Perſon, againſt 
whom he had ſinned; and ſupplicates to 
him; F it diſpleaſes thee, I will get me 
back, I have ſinned *. This Angel of the Co- 
venant is no created Angel, but the Angel 
that hath God's Name in him, My Name ir 
in him, provoke him not, for he will not par- 
don your Iniquities *. Never did God give 
his Glory unto any Creature to pardon Sin 
and forgive Iniguity ; it's his Property alone, 
tis God only that can forgive Sin. And as 
this is the glorious Perſon ſpoken of in our 
Text, and ſo often ſpoken of in the Old 
Teſtament, both as to his eſſential Glory as 


a Ants v. 38. d Num. xx. 12. © Chap. xxii. 34, 35. 
1 Exod, xxiii. 21, Luke v. 21. 
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the true and very God, ſo he was known 
unto them in his Headſhip to, and over the 
Church, as governing and making all Things 
to ſubſerve his own Glory, I his is the on- 
derful Counſellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
laſting Father, the Prince of Peace; the 
Go of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, the God 
of Jacob, yea, God over all, and bleſſed for 
ever . The Works that the Lord's People 
are to record are God's Works, not the 
Works of a ſubordinate God, nor the Works 
of a titular one ſet up, a God by Name or 
Office; but the Works of Chriſt the true God, 
that gave Being unto, and upholds al/ Things 
by the Word of bis Power ", one that was 
before Abraham, and converſed with him, 
even that God of Glory that appeared unto 
him, whoſe Day Abrabam rejoiced to fee, 
and ſaw it, and was glad, He lived in the 
belief of this divine Perſon becoming incar- 
nate, aſſuming Fleſh, and died in the Faith of 
it. It's highly neceſſary to remark this as to 
the Worker of this Salvation, becauſe we 
live in a Day where ſome are denying his 
diſtinct Perſonality from the Father. And 
others are robbing him of his eſſential Glory, 
as being coequal with 'God the Father, ana 
ſo the proper Object of Worſhip. If we do 
not know him as thus ſpoken of in the Word 
of God, how ſhall we be able to give him 


f Iſa. ix. 6. 5 Rom. ix. 5, hb Heb. i. 3. 
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that Praiſe that is due to his Name, and, on 
the other hand, avoid Idolatry ? ſince the 
Word attributes to him an Equality of Wor- 
ſhip and Obedience, that all Men ſhould ho- 
nour the Sor, even as they honour the Father; 
he that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father that ſent bim*. This Perſon lays 
out all his Strength, Wiſdom, Love, and 
Grace, on b<half of his People, and will per- 
fe& whatſoever concerns them. 1 ſhall cloſe 
all with a few Inferences : And, | 

(1.) What Madneſs and Folly is in Men, 
the Enemies of the Church, to fight, oppoſe, 
and oppreſs a People, when the Lord eſpouſes 
their Cauſe 2 What Arm of Fleſh is able to 

cope with the Lord ? If the Lord is on the 
ſide of a People, what matter who is againſt 
them ', who is he that ſhall oppoſe them ? 
There is a Day of Reckoning coming, and 
then they will ſee their Folly when its too 
late, and feel the Effects of that Word, all 
that burden themſelves with it ſhall be cut in 
Pieces, tho'all the People of the Earth be 
gathered together againſt it. He will now 
rebuke them in this World, and he hath done 
it. Some of the Churches Perſecutors and 
Oppreſlors he hath broken to. pieces in a moſt 
awful manner *, both as to the manner in 
which they have died, and the Extremity and 
Miſery ſome of them have been under, by the 


* John v. 23. 1 Rom. viii. 31. and Zech xi. 3 
=" The Book of Mariyrs, Vol. 3. p. 818. | 
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Horror and Confuſion that hath ſeized them 


in this Life, which has been an Hell to them 
here, and an increaſing Torment hereafter : It's 


but the ſmalleſt of their Portion here, tho', like 


Herod, they be eaten up of Worms, and ſo, 
viſibly made Examples“ unto Men; their Por- 
tion will be worſe hereafter, for there the 
Worm dies not, neither is the Fire of God's 
Wrath ecer quenched *®, What Madneſs and 
Folly is it then, for Men to fight againſt a 
People, when the Lord thus viſibly eſpouſes a 
People's Cauſe ? He will ſuffer no Man to do 
them Wrong, yea, be reproves Kings for 
their ſakes ® ; for he ſhall ſtrike through Kings 
in the Day of his Wrath, for the Day of 
Vengeance is in his Heart, and the Day of 
the Redeemed is drawing on; then he will 
tread down the People in his Anger, and make 
them drunk in his Fury, and will bring down 
their Strength unto the Barth *, This will 
be the Portion of all thoſe that oppreſs and 
afflict God's Jacob and Trat . 

(2) We infer from what hath been ſaid: 


As the Church is put into the Poſſe ſſion of ma- 


ny Salvations and Deliverances, they are all 
of them comprehended and compriſed in that 
great and chief Salvation, from Wrath to come; 
that we have by our Lord ſeſus Chriſt, 20 
bath delivered his People from Wrath to 
come, and hath given us to experience the 


n Acts vii. 23. o Mark. ix. 44. ? Pſal, cv. 14. 
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Salvation of God, and put them into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of that eternal Salvation from which 
they ſhall never fall, for they are kept by his 
mighty Power, through Faith unto Salvation *. 
He vill wp them from falling, and preſent 
them faultleſs before his Father's Throne with 
exceeding Joy. And therefore all the Salva- 
tions wrought for us, are given us together 
with this great One, Bading given us bis Son, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, how ſhall he not with him 
freely give us all Things © ? This engages the 
Lord to work valiantly for us, having given 
us his Son, the great Obje& of his Love, 
how ſhall he not freely give us all Things ? 
all Things in Grace, needful; all Things 
in Providence that is expedient for us: In 
ſhort, having given us his Son, this 
Salvation, he will keep back nothing from us; 
no temporal Salvation that is for the Diplay | 
of his own Glory and our Good, So that a 
temporal Salvations are, together with Chriſt, 
' wrapt up and interwoven in that grand Salva» 
tion which he hath raiſed up for us, even that 
Horn of Salvation, in the Houſe of his Ser- 
vant David, according as be ſpake by the 
Mouth of all bis holy Prophers fince the World 
began. a 
0 3.) Did the Lord, as on this Day, deli- 
ver us from the Jaws of our Enemies, and ſet 
us free from the Hands of thoſe that were 


\ 1 Pet. i. $ © Jud. 24. „Rom. viii, 32. 
Y Luke i. 69. 1% 1 PR. " 
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ſtronger than we? And are ourHearts engaged 
with Thankfulneſs unto the T ord, the Author 
of this Salvation ? Let us ſhew forth our 
Thankfulnefs unto the Lord, in a Way well 
pleaſing unto him ; one Way the Church of 
God recorded God's Appearance for her, on 
that Day of Purim, was, by obſerving it in 
the manner that I am now exhorting you 
to, the Day wherein the Jews reſted from 
their Enemies, and the Month which was 
turned unto them from Sorrow to Foy, and 
from Mourning unto a good Day That 
they ſhould make them Days of Feaſting, 
and of ſending Portions one unto another, 
and Gifts to the Poor. Theſe are the Lord's 
Legacies, he has left them, and he expects 
you ſhould regard them ; he gives many of 
you much, that you may be the more uſeful 
to them ; and what you have is only lent you 
of the Lord; you, and yours, who believe, 
are not your own, but the Lord's ; you are 
only intruſted with it a little while, and your 
Uſefulneſs ſhortly will be all over, and the Poor 
not need it; you, taken from your Poſſeſſions, 
and they put into theirs ; and both of you, 
ſſeſſing your better Portion in another 
World; zo an Inheritance incorruptible, un- 
defiled, that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
Haren for on Therefore while you are 
re, conſider the Poor of the Churches as 
e Lord's Poor, and yet Heirs of the ſame 
* kſth. ix. 22. Y 1 Cor, vi. 19, 20, 1 Pet. i. 4. 
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Grace with your ſelves : He that bath Pity 
on the Poor lends unto the Lord, and that 
which he hath given wilt he pay him again. A 
You put much, at times, into Mens Hands, 
and truſt them largely ; but they may fail 
you, and have done ſo, but you ſhall never be 
diſappointed in truſting in the Lord; he will 
pay you double and treble, in his own way 
and time ; for he will not forget your Labour 
of Love which you ſhew to his poor Mem- 
bers : The Things you give to Chriſt's Poor, 
as ſuch, are an Cd ur of a ſweet Smell, a 
Sacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing unto God *, 
through Jeſus Chriſt cur Lord. 
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